
ST. VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER! Join us for a wonderful 
valentine themed night out celebrating with friends and families. 
Everyone is invited to join us in the Lower Church Hall for what is 
sure to be a special event. Saturday, February 11 at 6:00 pm. Feel 
free to come alone or bring a guest! Sign Up available at the 
Welcome Desk.   
 

THE MARCH NEWSLETTER will be assembled and mailed out 
on Tues., Feb. 21. Helpers meet in the Lower Church Hall at 9 am. 
Deadline for submission of articles is Mon., Feb. 13. 
 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER WORSHIP SERVICES begin 
Wed., March 1st and continue Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm 
through March 29th. LENTEN SUPPERS will be held prior to the 
prayer services at 6:30 pm in the Lower Church Hall. 
 

SOUP & SCRIPTURE LUNCHEONS 2023: The luncheons 
begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22 and are served every 
Wednesday through March 29 at noon in the Lower Church Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a soup and sandwich 
lunch with a devotional given by one of the Lewisburg area clergy 
members. The meal and devotional time lasts about one hour. 
Please consider taking a bit of time out of your busy day and enjoy 
fellowship with members of the community, sharing food and 
spiritual enrichment during the season of Lent. 
 

MEAT PROJECT: Don’t forget to turn in your Meat Project 
offering. If you have lost the envelope included with your January 
newsletter, you may pick one up at the welcome desk in the atrium. 
Donations go to buy turkey to be processed for Lutheran World 
Relief. 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED: Everyone enjoys coffee hour 
after the services but we can only provide this when we have a 
volunteer host. Please consider taking on a Sunday or two with 
friends, family or a group or committee in the church. The church 
provides the coffee, cups, plates, napkins, etc. The Coffee Hour hosts 
bring treats to share. These refreshments need not be elaborate—the 
main purpose is for our members and visiting guests to get to know 
each other better! Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board at the 
Welcome Center desk. If you have any questions please contact Lisa 
Veloz (lisaveloz@gmail.com or 570-847-4435) 

PRAYER LIST UPDATES: If you have updates for our weekly 
prayer list (which appears in the Sunday bulletins and also on the 
church website) please call or email the Church Office.  
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I 
sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 
blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 
conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 
heart. 

Psalm 51:1-6 
 
Dear CELC, 
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. This annual reminder of our existence 
comes to us once again as we move towards Ash Wednesday this month. As we gather for 
worship to hear this truth spoken to us, once again, and as we receive the mark of the cross in 
ash on our very selves, we are reminded of the wilderness of our own sin as we head into the 
wilderness of Lent. Many of us will mark these days with our own set of personal practices; 
some will try their hardest to “give something up” for these forty days while others may try to 
take on a new practice of discipleship to mark this time. In either case, it all starts with this 
reminder and this tactile mark of our own mortality on Ash Wednesday which, this year, also 
happens to fall just a week after Valentine’s Day. 
 
How romantic. 
 
Now I’m not advocating for anyone to go get ash-filled chocolates for their sweetheart, nor am 
I saying that Hallmark should pick up a new line of greeting cards to give out with our ashes 
in worship, but I do wonder if this juxtaposition may actually be more appropriate than we 
think. After all, the plea of the psalmist should be the same on our lips this Lenten season: “Have 
mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love.” This season of wilderness, this time of 
called returning toward God, it’s a time that reminds us not only of how insignificant we may 
be, but it also reminds us of the one who nevertheless cares for and loves each of us. Even as we 
remember the dusty bookends that mark our lives, we remember that all that we have been, all 
that we are, and all that we will be is exactly what God has made us. Out of such a steadfast 
love, God offers to each of us a life that God finds worthy of being scrubbed clean on account 
of Christ.  
 
So, happy Ash-Valentines-Wednesday-Day. In the wild season of Lent, I pray that you may be 
drawn just a little nearer to the God who loves your dusty, ashy self. I pray that in such an 
encounter, you may be renewed to go back out into the world and meet those around us with 
that same life-giving love of God. Come and see!  
 
Yours in Christ, 
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Social Ministry News 
 

Recently many of us watched what was supposed to be just an exciting football game turn 
into a fight to save a young man’s life. Because there were trained people with resources on 
the scene, the young man is recovering & looking forward to the future. He and causes he 
supports have benefitted from prayers, good wishes, and donations from all over our country. 
 
Yet every day here and around the world, people who are victims of weather extremes and 
economic and political disasters are in as much danger as that motionless man on the ground 
was. Many are children with little or no hope to survive.  
 
What can an individual do to help these people? Their immediate needs are nutrition and 
physical safety. Food, temporary shelters, and volunteer efforts give them a slim chance. Local 
programs like the mobile canners we have supported in the past are the initial steps to 
provide nutrition that gives a bit of hope. We have to believe that spark of hope can grow 
into a will to survive and the world can be a better place.  
 
Your contributions to the Social Ministry Meat Project will be working to provide that spark 
of hope. Use the designated envelope or your own marked envelope to help provide meat to 
be canned in Lewistown for distribution where needed. Drop your envelope in the Offering 
Box or church office. 
 

A Recipe for Success… from the Church Archives.  
Over the years, our church has published a number of cookbooks, loaded with recipes loaned 
by parishioners. The first in the Church Archives is entitled,   “Cook Book/ Published by the/ 
Sunday School/ Class/ of/ Mrs. Wm. Strohecker/ Lewisburg, Pennsylvania/ 1912/ Price 25 
cents” It was printed by the Orphans’ Industrial School Press in Loysville, PA. While we do 
have six copies, several of them are photocopies and most of them witnessed heavy usage.   
The second oldest is “Recipes/ Collected by/ Key of Life/ Sunday School Class/ Mrs. George 
K. Bowers, Teacher/ of/ Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church/ Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
1959. 
 
Next in line is “Cookie Recipes by Lutheran Church Women of Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church…1974”; and then, “Good Food from The Pews: ‘Celebrating Our Centuries,’ A 
Collection of Recipes by Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church…’ ” (Kearney, Nebraska: 
Cookbooks by Morris Press, 2001). 
 
Lest you think that the men of the congregation didn’t have a hand in the food preparation, 
the next title might surprise some, “Lewisburg Boy Scouts Troop 509/ Family Cookbook/ 
May 2002/ Christ’s Lutheran Church/ Lewisburg, PA. 17837” 
 
I will be glad to act as a taste-tester for any future Cookbooks the 
church might want to consider!!! Bon Appetit! 
 
Gary Parks 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Charlene Rineer, 108-3 Blue Spruce Lane, Mifflinburg, PA 
17844. 
 

MEMORIALS:  A memorial gift was received in loving memory of Faye 
Fetterman and Mary Rohrbach, from Lystra & Bob Turner of Rumford, RI. 
 
Memorial gifts were received in loving memory of Karen Erdley from Bill & 
Julie Borys of Lewisburg, PA and Shirley Wittes of Fulton, MD. 
 
A memorial gift was received in loving memory of George Rovenolt, from 
Joe Keller of Lewisburg, PA. 

 

FEBRUARY 80+ BIRTHDAYS -   FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES -  
Ethel Snook  February   7             Don & Connie May  February 13, 1972     
Robert Richard February 15   Kelly & Bruce Miller February 25, 2000  
           

Camp Mount Luther News 
 

February 5, 2023: Taste of Camp: Hungry for camp but can't wait until 
the summer? Always wanted to try camp but not sure you'll like it? Camp 
Mount Luther has an event for you! On Feb. 5, 2023, from 2:00-4:00 p.m., 
you can get a Taste of Camp! Enjoy songs, food, games, a campfire program, 
information on the 2023 program & more! Attendees will get Camel Bucks 
to spend in the camp store this summer. Campersons from synod 
congregations who attend this event will get Camel Bucks for all their 
congregation’s Summer 2023 campers.  

This year’s summer camp season will begin on June 18 and run until August 8. There are 
programs for all ages from preschool to senior high, and for adults and families. Camp Mount 
Luther is a special place where kids and families come together to grow with God and serve 
with smiles! Camp provides a safe place for people of all ages to relax and unwind in nature, 
discover God’s love, sing around the campfire, learn more about themselves, and make new 
Friends while at the same time being renewed in mind and spirit. 

CAMP MOUNT LUTHER SUNDAY: Congregations will join to celebrate the annual 
“Mount Luther Sunday” on February 19, 2023, Transfiguration Sunday. The Upper 
Susquehanna Synod Council designated that day be “Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote 
outdoor ministries in the synod. 
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February Information for Faith Formation 
UNITED YOUTH GROUP: During the month of February we will meet at Beaver United 
Methodist Church on February 5 and 26. The meetings will be from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  
Don’t forget to bring your dinner, snacks, beverage, and Bible. We will finish the Animate 
Series on Faith, and then start the one about Practices.   
 

UYG LOCK-IN: February 17-18 at Christ’s Lutheran from 
6:00 pm to 9:00 am. More details will be e-mailed to the youth! 
  

THE ANNUAL SOUPER BOWL OF CARING IS ON! We’ll collect cans of 
soup for the food bank from now until February 12th - Super Bowl 
Sunday. You can bring them to the church and put them in the Atrium. If 
you want to make a monetary donation that is also fine. Please make sure 
any checks and cash donations are marked for Souper Bowl of Caring. On 
February 12th youth will be collecting any monetary donations in the 
soup pots.  Thanks for helping with this yearly project. 
 

MINI MISSION MONDAY: The youth will be making fleece tie blankets for Project Linus 
on February 13th from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. We will gather in room 204-06.  Please bring 
good scissors to help in the cutting portion of the project. 

SHROVE TUESDAY DINNER FUNDRAISER FOR THE UNITED 
YOUTH GROUP: On Tues., February 21 the United Youth Group will 
have a dinner here at Christ’s Lutheran.  It will start at 5:30 pm. We will 
be serving a variety of soups, breads, and Fastnachts. We’ll be raising 
money for the 2024 mission trip.  

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT: Everyone is invited to a movie night on Friday, February 24th.  
We will watch a family friendly movie about faith, prayer, and miracles. It will start at 6:30 
pm in the Youth Room. We will snack on popcorn, sweets, and veggies as we are inspired in 
our faith through a story on the screen. 

COMING UP - FUND RAISERS FOR THE YOUTH GOING ON THE MISSION TRIP 
 We will be taking orders for gift cards in February and April. There is an order form in 

this newsletter. You can always purchase the Weis, Davy’s Market, and Giant Gift cards 
from Charlene in the office when she is there, and on Sundays between services. 

 

 We will be having our annual Italian Dinner and Silent Auction on Sunday, April 30th.  In 
March, we will start collecting donations of items for the Auction.  

Thank you for your continual support!  

LOOK AHEAD TO THE SUMMER: It’s not too early to plan for the summer. 
Here is a week that you should put on your calendar: June 26 – 29, Mini Mission 
Day Camp Week – 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. Also, the Camp Mount Luther Brochures 
are here. Check them out and register for a week of your choice. The theme for 
the summer is Holy Trinity – Wholly Love. 
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                                From the Music Team - Joanne & Brandy  
Proposed Worship Schedule for February 2023 

 

Sunday, Feb. 5: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting # 3 - Color Green  
                         8:00 am & 10:30 am worship - Anthem by Youth Drumming Ensemble  
 

Sunday, Feb. 12: Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting # 3 - Color Green  
                           8:00 am & 10:30 am worship - Communion Anthem by Pop-Up Vocal Choir 
 

Sunday, Feb. 19: Transfiguration of Our Lord - ELW Setting # 3 - Color White  
                            8:00 am & 10:30 am worship - Anthems TBA  
 

Wed., Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday - ELW Setting # 10 - Color Purple  
                        7:30 pm worship - Anthem by Vocal Ensemble (see additional info)  
                          
Sunday, Feb. 26: First Sunday in Lent - ELW Setting # 10 - Color Purple  
                             8:00 am and 10:30 am worship - Communion Anthem by Pop-Up Vocal  
   Choir - Possible Prelude by Parish Peal Handbell Choir/Handbell Ensemble  
   (tentative)  
 

Choir/Ensemble Update 
 
POP-UP VOCAL CHOIR: A Pop-Up Vocal Ensemble will provide the communion anthem on Feb. 
12 & 26. All interested singers are welcome to participate. Simply come forward and grab a 
book! Anthems are familiar hymns. All ages and experience levels welcome! Contact Brandy 
Aguirre.  
 
REHEARSED VOCAL ENSEMBLE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22: A Vocal Ensemble will 
provide an anthem for the Ash Wednesday service. Interested singers are asked to gather in the 
upstairs choir room at 6:45 pm to rehearse the anthem. Unable to make rehearsal, but wish to 
sing? Contact Brandy Aguirre for options or more information.  
 
YOUTH DRUMMING/ORFF ENSEMBLE: Will continue rehearsals during the Sunday school 
hour in preparation for sharing an anthem on Feb. 5 at both services. Contact Brandy Aguirre.  
 
PARISH PEAL HANDBELL CHOIR/HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: Ringers are 
asked to check their e-mail for updates to the ringing schedule for 
February. Feb. 26 is a tentative ringing date at this time. If Feb. 26 does not 
work out, Parish Peal will provide anthems on a selected Sunday in March. 
Contact Joanne Vasey.  
 
YOUTH/ADULT ORFF ENSEMBLE: Any youth or adults interested in playing in an Orff 
Ensemble are asked to contact Brandy Aguirre or Joanne Vasey. At this time, there is no target 
date to provide an anthem in worship.    
 
CHILDREN/FAMILY CHOIR: Will be providing a Lenten anthem for a Sunday in March. Date 
TBD. Interested families should contact Brandy Aguirre.  
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SPECIAL MUSIC: Musicians in the congregation are invited to provide anthems for worship. 
Anthems may be instrumental and/or vocal. Musicians may choose 8:00 am and/or 10:30 am 
worship. If interested, contact Joanne Vasey.  
 
CANTORS NEEDED FOR HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER ON WED. EVENINGS IN MARCH: Anyone 
interested in serving as a cantor for Holden Evening Prayer on Wed. evenings in March is asked 
to contact Joanne Vasey. The following dates are available - March 1, March 8, March 15 and 
March 29. Pam Souders will be serving as speaker and cantor on March 22.    

Worship Assistants for March 2023 
 March 5 

2 Lent 
March 12 

3 Lent 
March 19 

4 Lent 
March 26 

5 Lent 

Worship Asst. 8:00  TBD Sarah Patte TBD Sarah Patte 

Worship Asst. 10:30  Heather Miller Joseph Martin TBD Joseph Martin 

Lector 8:00  Carole Bollinger Ann Furman Beckie Stahlnecker Beverly Harvey 

Lector 10:30   Ann Sabol Charlotte Winter  Mark Elliott Ethel Snook  

Acolytes 8:00  Olivia Koontz Lilly Patte Ella Koontz Oliver Patte 

Acolytes 10:30  Ruth Miller Cheyenne Steiner Cortland Michaels Claire Hershberger 

Communion Ushers 
8:00 

Sarah & 
Oliver Patte 

Colleen Nevil   
Tim Goff 

Don & Connie May Diane Miller 

Communion Ushers 
10:30  

Gary Parks 
Sharon Booth 

Tim &  
Carol Apple 

Rick Faux 
Mel Wunder 

Gary Parks 
Bill Borys 

Communion 
Assistants  8:00 

Bill Bollinger Rick Faux Tess Trowbridge Gregg Wetzell 

Communion 
Assistants 10:30  

Laura Faux Adelyn Elliott Patti Faux 
 

Colleen Nevil 
 

Usher Team 8:00 Rick Slear Cherie Jarrett & 
Mary Lou Shedden 

Jackie Cvik Tess Trowbridge 

Usher Team 10:30  Rick Faux Dale Bontomase Bob Varney & 
Darlene Rowe 

Andy Wargo 

Welcome Desk 
8:00  

Carole Bollinger Rick Slear Jackie Goff Jackie Cvik 

Welcome Desk 
10:30  

Sharon Booth Bill & DeDee 
Wagner 

Adelyn Elliott  Pam Baker 

Altar Guild Diane Miller 

CPIC Rick Slear 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TAKE NOTE:  Please check in with the Council person in charge (CPIC) when 
you arrive on Sunday morning to serve. If you are unable to be here, please try to switch with 
someone else ahead of time if possible.  If changes have been made or assistance is needed, please 
call the Church Office at 570-524-0745 or email christchurch@dejazzd.com.  Thank you-God bless 
you abundantly for your service to Christ and His Church!   

 

mailto:christchurch@dejazzd.com
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              THE SEASON OF LENT:   
           OUR FORTY DAY JOURNEY… 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 1, 2023 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Just as our Lord Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for forty days, we also as believers enter into 
the 40-day journey of Lent as a season of growth in faith and discipleship. Lent is a time within the 
Church for increased worship opportunities. In an effort to provide these for you, Christ’s Lutheran 
will be offering the following opportunity for spiritual renewal: 
 

 The Soup & Scripture Luncheon Program of the Lewisburg Ministerium and Lewisburg 
Council of Churches each Wednesday beginning February 22nd through March 29th at 12:00 
noon here at Christ’s Lutheran Church in the Lower Church Hall.  The theme for the 
devotions will be announced soon. 

 

 The Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes takes place 
on February 22 at 7:30 pm in our Sanctuary. 

 

 Wednesday evening Lenten Suppers open to the community beginning March 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Lower Church Hall.  
 

 Wednesday evening worship in the Sanctuary using Holden Evening Prayer  beginning March 
1 through March 29 at 7:30 pm. (Please note: there will be no meals or Holden Prayer the 
Wednesday of Holy Week (April 5, 2023). 

 
As part of our Lenten faith journey many believers also choose to spend time on additional spiritual 
disciplines or in place of that deny themselves some worldly pleasure. These could include fasting, 
increased prayer and devotional time or reading a portion of the Scriptures each day. In order to 
encourage spiritual growth Lenten devotional booklets are available in the Atrium. Consider setting 
aside a time each day to devote to prayer and meditation that you might grow richer in spirit and 
discipleship. 
 

Special Lenten/Easter season offering envelopes have been included in this newsletter. Please 
consider an additional offering for Lent as a sacrifice of joyful and thankful response for the many 
blessings God has placed into your care. We suggest $1 per day or $40 for the 40 days of Lent. If you 
need to have a Lenten offering envelope sent to you please contact the Church Office. 
 

We hope and pray that in this holy season your Lenten discipline will draw you closer to God as we 
walk our journeys of faith together here on earth. Please either mail in your envelope or place your 
envelope in the offering box while you are here for a worship service during Lent, Palm Sunday or 
Easter Sunday. 
 
 

In Christ’s love and peace, 
 
The Stewardship Committee of Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
 


