
 

WE HAVE SCHEDULED ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30 on New Years’ Day, 
January 1st. There will be no Sunday School classes or Coffee Hours that day. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, January 2.  
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING 2022 ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS to the Church 
Secretary is Tuesday, January 3, 2023.   
 

A & P COMMITTEE: The newly reorganized A&P Committee will hold its first meeting on 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 at 9:15 am. 
 

SOUP & BREAD FUNDRAISERS will take place after BOTH worship services on Sunday, 
January 15. Preparation/cooking/baking will be done on Friday, January 13 from 7:00 pm 
until 9:00 pm and Saturday, January 14 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.  If you wish to help, 
please contact Charlene Rineer. Monies raised by this sale benefit next summer’s youth 
mission trip. Support our kids as you bring home a delicious wintertime lunch after attending 
services. 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER is Monday, January 16. The February 
newsletter will be assembled and mailed out on Tuesday, January 24 at 9:00 am. 
 

THE JANUARY ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sun., January 22 
after the 10:30 am service where we will review the Annual Report of 2022 and discuss 
plans for the future. 
 

TROUT UNLIMITED FLY-TYING COURSE begin on January. Come learn to tie flies that 
really catch fish.  All ages are welcome to attend.  The classes will meet on Thursday evenings 
in the Lower Church Hall from 7:00 to 9:00 pm and run from January 5 through March 23. 
 

ALTAR & CROSS FLOWER SPONSORSHIP CHARTS FOR 2023 are at the Welcome Desk 
in the Main Lobby. If you have special dates you wish to reserve, don’t delay on signing up 
for them. The cost for Cross Flowers is $25 and the cost for Altar Flowers is $50. You can take 
the flowers home or leave them at the church for delivery to homebound members. 
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God 
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
Genesis 1:1-5 
 
Dear CELC, 
 
How’s your new year treating you? 
 
Every time I get around to switching out calendars for the new year, I relish the feeling of 
wondering what the days will be filled with. There is something almost cathartic about being 
presented with 365 days’ worth of absolutely blank slates. Yet, it never seems to take long 
before that filling of days turns to anticipation and even a little anxiety. Then, before I know 
it, I find that I’m longing for the blank days on the calendar again. I just wish I had more 
days when the calendar was formless and void. Do you know the feeling? Do you ever look 
ahead on the calendar and see the chaos that is on its way? Do you turn on the news and feel 
a little anxious about all that seems to be going on the world around us? Do you ever feel 
like we could just restart with a fresh blank slate? 
 
It’s a romantic sort of nostalgia, I think. Ultimately, though, I think it’s a little misplaced. In 
the end, it seems that we end up longing for something that never actually existed in the first 
place. I mean, look again at this opening poem of God’s creative activity in the world. The 
author of Genesis writes that in the beginning, the earth was “ובהּו תהּו” (pronounced “toe-
who vuh-voe-who”). Our English translations render this phrase as the earth being “formless 
and void,” but it might be better thought of as being all “willy-nilly.” In the beginning, there 
wasn’t simply a blank slate for God to start filling up. No, in the beginning, God moved across 
this willy-nilly world and brought order and life out of the seeming depths of chaos.  
 
So how is your new year treating you? Does it already feel more than a little “willy-nilly?” 
As your calendars begin to fill and as the world presses on, remember that the God who swept 
over the face of the depths to bring life and order is sweeping over you now. Whatever 
anxiety, whatever craziness, whatever chaos you may already feel haunting your new year, 
God has already met for you. May you find order and peace with the God who sweeps ahead 
to give order to your days. Happy 2023! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
~ Pastor Justin 
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Social Ministry News 
 

2023 ANNUAL MEAT PROJECT: You will find an offering envelope for the 2023 Meat 
Project in this newsletter. This is the 49th year for this project of the Central Pennsylvania 
World Hunger Association. The canning equipment will be in Lewistown on February 6-9 at 
the Chief Logan Fire Company.  The money collected will be used to purchase some of the 
30,000 pounds of turkey and chicken to be processed this year. Ten percent of the cans are 
reserved for local distribution through 18 different agencies.  Rules have changed a bit. The 
meat will be ground or chopped, with 5 rounds going into multiple canners each day. All 
meat purchases come from donations like ours. Current conditions indicate that there will 
be an even greater need this year for this important source of protein.  
 

80+ BIRTHDAYS: WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
Trudy Cardellino                           January 5 

Ernie Keister, Jr.                             January 6 

Dennis Lucas                                 January 8 

Joe Keller                                      January 12 

Don May                                      January 12 

Marian Jarrett                       January 24 

Ernie Gromlich                       January 26 

Ruth Ann Wallis                          January 26 

Mike & Kathy Asche                     1/08/2000  

Wayne & Lauree Wetzel          1/15/1983  

Craig & Debra Burger              1/16/1993 

   

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS were received from Brian & Diane Miller, Tim & Jackie Goff and Linda 
Fisher, all of Lewisburg, in loving memory of Angie Stackhouse. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS were received from Tim & Jackie Goff and Paul & Carol Brann, Gary & 
Barbara Baylor all of Lewisburg, and Becky & Steve Fetzer of Milton, PA in loving memory of 
Karen Erdley. 
 


 

2023 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Joseph Martin  Rick Faux 

 Tim Goff   Bill Boris    

Heather Miller  Darlene Rowe 

 Bill Wagner  Tom Stahlnecker 

Diane Miller  Rick Slear 

 Dan White  Tim Apple 
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January 2023 Faith Formation Information 
 

FAITH FORMATION TEAM MEETING – Wednesday, January 4 at 6:00 pm in the parlor. We 
will work on winter plans as well as plans for the youth mission trip fundraisers. Anyone 
interested in youth ministry and/or Christian education is invited to join the team. The 
workload is minimal and fun! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – The children and youth meet Sundays at 9:15 am 
to explore their faith!  We have a preschool class that meets in the 
nursery, and an elementary and middle school class that meets in the 
youth room.  We are working on getting a regular high school class up 
and running again.  All children and youth are invited to join us as we 
discover the various Bible stories and characters. 
 

ANNUAL SOUP AND BREAD SALE – The youth will be selling soup and bread again this year 
to raise funds for their mission trip. They will meet on Friday, January 13 to Saturday the 
14th from 7 pm to 2 pm to make the Soups and Breads. Youth can come the whole time or a 
portion. Please bring your sleeping gear if you plan to spend the night. Youth do not have to 
be going on the trip to come and help. 
 

On Sunday, January 15 the Soup and Bread will be available for pick up after 
either service. This year we will be taking orders again. You can choose from 
Chicken Corn, Vegetable Beef, Turkey Rice, Ham and Bean, Broccoli Cheese, 
Vegetable, or Vegetable with Turkey. The soups come in quart and pint sizes. 
Cost for a quart is $8.00 and a pint is $5.00. If you buy two quarts you get a 
deal at $15.00. The flavors of Bread for this year are white, sourdough, and 
Italian Herb. The breads are a whole loaf for $5.00 or half loaf for $3.00. Call 
the church and talk to Charlene to place you order by January 9th.  
 

UNITED YOUTH GROUP – During the month of January the United Youth Group will be 
meeting at St. Paul’s UM. The meetings are on Sundays from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  (We will not 
be meeting on New Year’s Day.)  All 6th through 12th grade youth are invited to join us.  We 
are continuing the Animate series on FAITH.  Bring your Bible and Dinner. 

 

MINI MISSION MONDAY - On January 23 at 6:30 pm we will gather to tie tags 
on the M&M containers for the mission money fundraiser! This is for youth 
going on the mission trip this coming summer, but anyone can come and help! 
Confirmation students will get credit for a service project!  

Here are just a few things to look forward to in 2023! 
 

 Mini Mission Mondays – February 13, and March 13 

 Shrove Tuesday Dinner Fundraiser for the United Youth Group – February 21 

 Movie Night – February 24 

 Grow in the Snow Retreat at Camp Mount Luther – March 17-18th.  For Confirmation 
Students and High School Youth – Theme is Baptism 

 Italian Dinner and Silent Auction – April 30 (with prep the day prior for the youth) 

What else would you like to see added to the calendar?   Let Charlene know. 
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From the Music Team - Joanne & Brandy  
Proposed Worship Schedule for January 2023 

 
Sunday, Jan. 1:   First Sunday of Christmas - Name of Jesus - ELW Setting TBA 
                           9:30 am - Worship  (One service only this day) - Anthems TBA  
 
Sunday, Jan. 8:   Baptism of Our Lord - ELW Setting - TBA 
                           8:00 am worship - Anthems TBA 
                         10:30 am worship - Anthems TBA 
 
Sunday, Jan. 15: Second Sunday After Epiphany - ELW Setting - TBA 
                           8:00 am worship - Parish Peal Handbell Choir/Handbell Ensemble (tentative)  
                                                         Pop-Up Vocal Choir (tentative)  
                         10:30 am worship - Parish Peal Handbell Choir/Handbell Ensemble (tentative) 
                                                         Pop-Up Vocal Choir (tentative)  
 
Sunday, Jan. 22:   Third Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting - TBA 
                              8:00 am worship - Pop-Up Vocal Choir (tentative)  
                            10:30 am  worship -Pop-Up Vocal Choir (tentative)  
 
Sunday, Jan. 29:   Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting - TBA  
                             8:00 am worship - Anthems TBA  
                           10:30 am worship - Anthems TBA  
——————————————————————————————————————  
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS THANK YOU - LOOKING AHEAD TO 2023: Thanks to all Advent and 
Christmas season musicians. Your glorious offerings of vocal and instrumental anthems were 
a perfect way to welcome the Christ Child into our midst. Please be patient as we transition into 
2023. Attendance usually drops after the Christmas season, inclement weather becomes a 
concern, and flu and Covid outbreaks are inevitable. Music ministry planning becomes even 
more difficult. Musicians are asked to check weekly bulletins and e-mail messages for updates 
regarding choirs and ensembles. Questions may be addressed to Joanne Vasey and Brandy 
Aguirre. Thank you!    
 

Choir & Ensemble Updates for January - A Work in Progress 
 
YOUTH DRUMMING/ORFF ENSEMBLE: Will continue rehearsals during the Sunday school 
hour in preparation for sharing an anthem on Feb. 12. Contact Brandy Aguirre 
 
PARISH PEAL HANDBELL CHOIR/HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: Hoping to ring Jan 15 or a later 
Sunday in January if the 15th does not work out. Will depend on interest and availability of 
ringers. Ringers are asked to please respond in a prompt manner to any e-mail correspondence. 
Anthem choices depend on the ringing pool so your prompt responses are crucial to 
planning. Contact Joanne Vasey.  
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POP-UP CHOIR: Hoping to provide communion anthems on Jan. 15, and/or Jan. 22, and/or 
Jan. 29. Anthems TBA. Please check weekly bulletins for updates or contact Joanne or Brandy 
for more information.  
 
REHEARSED PARISH CHOIR/VOCAL ENSEMBLE: January will feature Pop-Up Vocal Choirs. 
Perhaps a rehearsed Parish Choir for Ash Wed. in February, depending on availability and 
willingness of singers. Watch for further information in weekly bulletins.  
 
CHILDREN & FAMILY CHOIR: Hoping to provide an anthem in January 
depending on availability of families. Date TBA. For more information, 
contact Brandy Aguirre.  
 
ADULT/YOUTH ORFF ENSEMBLE: Next date to play TBA.  Anyone interested 
in participating should contact Joanne Vasey or Brandy Aguirre.   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC: Musicians in the congregation are always welcome to provide anthems for 
worship. Musicians may chose 8:00 am and/or 10:30 am worship. Anthems may be vocal 
and/or instrumental. If interested, contact Joanne Vasey. Please note that anthem titles and 
bulletin info will be sent to the church office Tuesday evenings. 

 


 

USS ARK 
News of God’s People in Action from the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA   December 2022 
 
 

11 Years of Seafarers Collection: In total, 789 Seafarers Bags were loaded up into two vans 
to be taken to Seafarers International House in New York City. Pastor Marsh Drege and Lucas 
Mietlowski of the organization will deliver them to seafarers who will not be home with their 
loved ones for Christmas. Ten synod volunteers helped to pack the bags, collected by synod 
congregations, into the vans on Monday. This year marked the eleventh anniversary of our first 
collection and in those years, the synod has donated 7,098 bags. More about Christmas-at-Sea: 
https://www.sihnyc.org/christmas-at-sea   
 

New LAMPA Member: Michele Mitchell joins Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of Pa’s policy 
council as the newest representative from our synod. A member of St. Matthew’s, Shamokin 
Dam, Mitchell serves on the congregation council.  Mitchell said she is particularly interested 
in creation care advocacy and in standing with those whose voices may otherwise be unheard. 
Her faith, she said, informs her politics. Creation, Mitchell said, “is a gift from God, and it is 
our responsibility to care for the planet and the most vulnerable of God’s children who are 
disproportionately impacted by climate issues.” She has had a long-standing interest and 
concern for environmental issues, beginning with her participation in the first environmental 
class offered in Selinsgrove High School in 1969.  She was a member of Eco-Action as a college 
student and is involved with several climate-focused advocacy organizations. 
 
 
 
  

 

https://www.sihnyc.org/christmas-at-sea
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“Michele’s devotion to the church, her compassion for those who suffer, and her understanding 
that we, as humans, are part of God’s good creation with a special responsibility to act as 
stewards make her a wonderful addition to policy council,” said LAMPa Director Tracey 
DePasquale. “I am grateful to have someone with her passion and expertise to help us act on 
our priorities in health and creation care. 
 

Parish Celebrates 75: The Mountain Grove Parish (Emanuel, Nescopeck; St. Peter, 
Bloomsburg; Trinity, Bloomsburg) celebrated 75 years of shared ministry on Sunday, October 
30. They held a joint worship service which featured vignettes of stories that were collected by 
Pastor Christine Kirchner from older members of the congregations. She framed the stories 
under the title “God’s Story Through Our Stories” and told tales of belonging, assurance, 
service, and joy. The stories accompanied scripture which wove our story with God’s story. 
Following the service, a potluck luncheon was held.  
 
Bishop Craig Miller, in remarks read that day, said, “It is truly a good and pleasant thing for 
you to live and work together as congregations in ministry to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I find 
it particularly remarkable that this parish includes not only three Lutheran congregations, but 
that one also remains connected to the United Church of Christ. This ecumenical spirit predates 
our ELCA relationships of full-communion and, in some ways, models for us what true 
ecumenism can be.” 
 

From Bishop Miller: Opening the December issue of The Christian Century, I found Peter 
Marty’s “First Words” column headed “Why aren’t they coming back?” In it he attempts to help 
us respond to the COVID pandemic’s effects on our congregations, the drop in attendance after 
returning to in person worship that has remained as members have decided not to resume 
attendance.  
 
Rather than focus on those who have not returned, Marty advises five things to keep in mind: 
the hope we have from God is bigger and better than anything the world gives; we need to love 
our Christian communities as they are and not as how we want them to be; in the same way, 
our congregations need to love and accept people as they are – and then love them into who 
Christ has called them to become; recall your congregation’s purpose and look for ways to grow 
in that purpose; and “delight in every sign of your congregation’s faithfulness.”  
 
This is good advice for our congregations and for our synod. Too often we focus on the 
challenges and problems facing us in our ministry and do not take time to celebrate the good 
things that happen. We lament what we do not have rather than give thanks for and accept 
what God has already given us to use for God’s mission. What if we would look at our ministries 
as having all that they need now to fulfill our church’s purpose – what could we accomplish?  
 
Our synod council recently approved two part-time additions to our staff to begin January 1: 
Pastor Stina Schaeffer (Salem, Selinsgrove) will serve as Assistant for Mobility and Transition, 
working with interims and call process; Pastor Karla Leiby (St. John’s, Northumberland) will 
serve as Assistant for Leadership and Formation, working with Candidacy and Lay Ministry. 
These two pastors embody Marty’s advice, and they will be a welcome addition to our office. 
We will provide more information about them in our next Ark.  
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Up and Down the Valleys 

Clergy Notes: Richard Adams was installed as pastor of St. Stephen’s, Licking Creek, in 
October.  Synod Council approved the retirements of Pastors William Henderson and Timothy 
Sadler.  They also approved a second year of on-leave-from call status for Rev. Thomas Glasoe. 
Pastor Paul Kampa is now the interim pastor at Emmanuel, Middleburg.   

You are encouraged to consider a year-end gift to the synod. To donate to the synod and other 
ministries, visit https://www.uss-elca.org/give/. You can designate to several synod ministries 
via this link. 

The Synod Office Relocation Team continues to look for a new location for the synod office. 
Until a new site is secured, it’s business as usual at the corner of Route 192 and Reitz Boulevard 
in Lewisburg.   

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Office will be closed from Friday, December 23 to Monday, 
January 2, in observance of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. The office will reopen at 
8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. If you have an emergency, please call the synod office 
(570-524-9778) and the voicemail will give you phone numbers that you can call. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year from the Upper Susquehanna Synod Staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May all of the 
blessings 

of the Lord 
be yours in 

abundance in the 

New Year 
From Charlene, Diane, Brenda, Joanne & Brandy 

https://www.uss-elca.org/give/
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 February 5 

5 Epiphany 
February 12 
6 Epiphany 

February 19 
Transfiguration 

of Our Lord 

February 22 
Ash Wednesday 

7:30 pm 

February 26 
1 Lent 

 

Asst. Minister 
8:00 

TBD Sarah Patte TBD 

Joseph Martin 

Sarah Patte 

Asst. Minister 
10:30 

Joseph Martin 
 

Heather Miller TBD TBD 

Lector 8:00 Carole Bollinger Beverly Harvey Beckie 
Stahlnecker Carole Bollinger 

Beverly Harvey 

Lector 10:30 Ann Sabol Charlotte Winter Mark Elliott Ethel Snook 

Acolytes 
8:00 

Olivia Koontz Oliver Patte Lilly Patte 
 

Ruth Miller 

Ella Koontz 

Acolytes 
10:30 

Ruth Miller 
Cheyenne 

Steiner 
Cortland 
Michaels 

Ellis Reed 

Communion 
Ushers 8:00 

Colleen Nevil   
Tim Goff  

Don & Connie 
May 

Sarah & 
Oliver Patte 

Bill Borys 

Don & Connie 
May 

Communion 
Ushers 10:30 

Rick Faux 
Mel Wunder 

Bill Borys 
Gary Parks 

Tim & 
Carol Apple 

Rick Faux 
Mel Wunder 

Communion 
Assistants 

  8:00 

Bill Bollinger Tess Trowbridge Rick Slear 
 

Colleen Nevil 
 

Gregg Wetzel 

Communion 
Assistants 

10:30 

Laura Faux Adelyn Elliott Patti Faux 
 

Mark Elliott 

Welcome Desk  
8:00 

Rick & Laurie 
Slear 

Carole Bollinger Jackie Goff 
 

Rick Slear 

Jackie Cvik/ 
Matt Hepner 

Welcome Desk 
10:30 

Mark & Adelyn 
Elliott 

Sharon Booth Bill & DeDee 
Wagner 

Pam Baker 

Usher Team 
8:00 

Lori Moyer Colleen Nevil 
 

Ed Ney Bill & Carole 
Bollinger 

Oliver Patte 

Usher Team 
10:30 

Tim Varney & 
Tammy Engelman 

Jerry & Julie 
Albright 

Dave & Viki 
Campbell  

 Bill & DeDee 
Wagner 

Altar Guild Beverly Harvey 

CPIC TBD 

 

 
NOTE FOR ALL THOSE WHO ASSIST WITH OUR WORSHIP SERVICES: 
 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find a substitute and call the Church Office at 
524-0745 or email christchurch@dejazzd.com.  Also, if you are substituting for someone else, please notify the 
Councilperson-in-Charge when you arrive at church that you are present that day and ready to fill in.  Thank 
you for your assistance! 
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Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Donates to Local Organizations 

Lewisburg- Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, located at 100 South Third Street, 

Lewisburg, recently granted year end funding to a number of local and national 

organizations. 

   The organizations included the United Lutheran Seminary ($500.00), Camp 
Mount Luther ($1000.00), World Hunger ($500.00), William Cameron Engine Co. 
($150.00), Good Samaritan Fund ($150.00), Donald Heiter Community Center 
($100.00), Lewisburg Council of Churches ($250.00), the Susquehanna Valley 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ($17,000.00) for a total of 
$19,650.00. 
 
In addition, the church donated $5000.00 to Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village for 
benevolent care. 
 
   The church welcomes everyone to its services, which are normally held on 
Sundays at 8am and 10:30am. Both services include Holy Communion. In addition, 
Christmas Eve services will be held at 4:30pm and 7:30pm (with pre-service music 
at 4:00 and 7:00). A Christmas Day service will be held at 9:30am only. 

 
 
 

 


