hrist’s Corner
on the

News
DECEMBER 2022
WE’VE SCHEDULED ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30 AM for the Sunday morning of
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Please take note of this time change. Also, no Sunday
School classes those days.
THE GREENING EVENT will take place on Sunday, Dec. 4 immediately following the 10:30
am service. Please join us for a light lunch of BBQ. After lunch we’ll get busy “Decking the
Halls” for the holiday season. All ages are invited to come, help and enjoy fun and fellowship!
CHURCH BUDGET/COUNCIL ELECTIONS MEETING: will be held on Sunday, December 11
after the 10:30 service. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on candidates for the 2023
Church Council and to review and approve the Church Budget for 2023.
DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER is Friday, December 9. The January newsletter
will be assembled and mailed out on Tuesday, December 20 at 9:00 am.
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Mon., December 26 and also on Mon., January 2,
2023.
ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2022: The deadline for submitting annual reports to the Church
Secretary is Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
ATTENTION KUNKEL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS! Fall semester grades, proof of spring
semester registration and address updates are due to the Church Office by Friday, January 6,
2023. If any students are having trouble getting their information in by the January date,
please call or email the Church Office. The second half of the Kunkel awards will be mailed
in January.
CANCELLATIONS: If a worship service or event needs to be cancelled due to bad weather,
please listen to the WinterNet listings on WKOK 1070 AM or check the website online at
www.wkok.com.
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 9:2-7
Dear CELC,
There are very few moments in my childhood that have been filled with more wonder and curious
possibility than the annual rush of catching that first glimpse of what waited beneath the tree every
Christmas morning. Whether it was coming downstairs at 6:00am after my brother’s annual Christmas
morning wake-up call or arriving at our grandparents’ house and heading straight to the room
annexed for gift corralling, seeing the sea of mystery sitting beneath the tree was always a sight to
behold. That first glimpse was always filled with such intense wonder, our little minds reeling with the
seemingly infinite possibility of what treasures all that tinsel and ribbon held together. It’s always been
a real Schrödinger’s Christmas situation as we tried to figure out what it all might just contain; to say
that we were hopeful in the days leading up would be an absolute understatement!
So, how high is your hope right now? We’ve turned the corner at this point! With Thanksgiving in the
rearview mirror, with the sanctuary decorated in its anticipatory Advent blue, with the radio stations
turning over to their seasonal holiday marathon, how high is your hope and anticipation this season?
Do you find yourself putting a lot of stock in wondering what could be this Christmas? Do you get
caught in the anticipation hoping that the season might carry with it all that you can imagine?
Admittedly, a lot of our hopes and anticipation may have changed over the years. Maybe you aren’t
wondering about what will be under the tree, but rather who will be around it. Maybe your
anticipation isn’t hung up on the trimmings on the table, but rather on the test results you’re waiting
to hear about. Maybe you aren’t concerned about what kind of gift you’ll manage to score, but what
kind of world is around the corner in a time when all seems to be on edge. Maybe you’re coming into
this Christmas with a hope against hope that seems qualitatively different from the anticipation of years
gone by.
It turns out, the ancestors of our faith knew a thing or two about such hope and anticipation. Living as
a people in diaspora, having lost their royal lineage, existing as strangers in a strange land, the people
of Israel found themselves with little to cling to other than a shred of hope. They dreamed of the one
who would restore their people and their identity. You can hear the heights of their hope in the titles
they ascribe to the one for whom they wait: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. These are lofty expectations. They are weighty hopes of a people not always knowing
where they will go next, but knowing whom to turn to.
Just the same, with whatever uncertainty and anticipation you may find yourself carrying, this is the
same hope worth clinging to. As we wait in anticipation, we do so trusting – hoping – that the same
one worthy of such lofty ascription is once more breaking into our midst. This is, after all, the very
celebration we make space for in this coming Christmas season. Whatever uncertainty we may carry,
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we gather trusting that God is still entering into this world, entering into our lives, entering into our
gatherings to bear God’s redeeming love for this weary world.
So, may you hold the hope. May your anticipation and wonder only grow in this season of Advent. In
whatever darkness that may surround, may you find the wonderful anticipation of seeing a great light,
the light of God’s faithful Word being born for this world. May you know the joy of God’s
accompaniment with you this Christmas.
Yours in Christ,

Social Ministries News for December 2022
Some only seem concerned with their fellow man during the holiday season. But in October,
CELC has again demonstrated that your generosity knows no season. The Blanket Sunday
total with matching Kunkel Grant was $1,190. Thanks to all who made this event such a
success!

FROM THE ARCHIVE COMMITTEE: If you were raised in the Lutheran Faith, you
undoubtedly still have a copy of Luther’s Catechism tucked on your bookshelf. As for me,
Catechism was a three-year study, every Monday night, from 6:00pm until 9:00pm. We
were a group of about forty who attended Trinity Lutheran Church in Joppa, Harford County,
Maryland. The Reverend John H. S. Austin was our minister. He was also my kindergarten
teacher and the father of Gina, a life-long friend who is just four days younger than me. We
were born in the same hospital. Pastor John’s father Reverend W. Edward Austin baptized
my Mother and her two sisters and performed the marriage ceremony of my parents! The
Catechism Class studied in the basement of our Sunday School building and for an odd reason
unknown, I associate it with grape bubble gum which we were allowed to chew (but no
bubble blowing)... maybe it was to prepare us for the grape juice served at Communion?
The Archives of our church contains a number of Luther’s Catechisms or volumes explaining
Luther’s Catechisms. Various names are inscribed within the books which date from circa
1880 to 1946.
Here are the names:
Esther J. Arnold; Mary E. Bechtel; J.C.F. Brown; G. Marie Ernest; Miriam Gast (1893);
Donald R. Gearhart (1940); Ellen [Gemberling?](1893); Ellwood R. Gemberling; George
G. Gemberling; Lottie [Mable Martin](later Gemberling); Ruth [Gemberling?](1893);
Dorothy E. Getz; J. William Grenoble (1893); Eleanor E. Hassinger; Ellora M. Kline (1920)
Mrs. Leiser (Seiser?)(1893); Charles Morris (1946); Florence K. Moser (1893); Helen E.
Rimert; Verde May Ritter (1901); Robert Stackhouse (c. 1935); Sydney L. Thomas; A.R.W.
(1901); Francis A. Wagner; Evelyn M. Walburn; Catherine E. Wehr.
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Evangelism Committee News for December 2022
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Join us for walking caroling through downtown Victorian
Lewisburg on December 17th. Meet at the church at 6 pm. Hot chocolate & cookies at the
church afterwards! Please sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Desk.

HOLIDAY COOKIE EXCHANGE: Register for our holiday cookie exchange on December
18th. Please sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Desk or by contacting the church office or
calling Lisa Veloz at 570-847-4435. Each participant will be asked to contribute 2 dozen
cookies. More details will be shared with those who sign up.

M

EMORIAL GIFTS were given in loving memory of Angie Stackhouse by
Judy Bechtel, Paul & Carol Brann, Bill & Julie Borys, Gary & Barbara
Baylor, Barbara Hilferty and The BVLV Cottage Memorial Fund, all of
Lewisburg and Tom & Beckie Stahlnecker of Selinsgrove.

DECEMBER 80+ BIRTHDAYS:
DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
John & Doris Nash
Bill & Linda Petry
Matt & Ann Reed

12/22/1973
12/27/1986
12/28/1993

Janet Wolf
Sally Kobus
Margaret Spielman
Margaret Irwin
Lois Diehl
Sharon Patton

Dec. 04
Dec. 11
Dec. 12
Dec. 20
Dec. 26
Dec. 29

December Faith Formation Information
HANGING OF THE GREENS! Come on Sunday, December 4 at noonish to help decorate
the church for Christmas! There will be a time for the children and confirmands to decorate
the youth room as the parents and older youth help decorate the sanctuary and atrium. There
will be other activities for the children to participate in as the church decorating goes on
until they have a job for us to do in the atrium. A light lunch will be served before we start.

UNITED YOUTH GROUP:
 Regular Meeting on Sunday, December 4 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
 Christmas Party at Ciros’ in Watsontown on December 11
 Meeting at St. Paul’s UM at 4:30 pm
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MINI MISSION MONDAY: Children and youth will gather on December 12 at 6:30 pm
to 7:30 pm to make cards and ornaments for others. They will meet in room 204-206. Come
ready to be creative and to get a little messy.

CHRISTMAS MOVIE PARTY: On Friday, December 16 from 6:30 pm to
9:00 pm we will have a Christmas movie party for families. We will play
Christmas Bingo, eat snacks, and watch a Christmas movie. All children,
youth, and their parents are welcome to join us for this festive event.

CHRISTMAS PARTY: The confirmation students and high school youth
will gather on Sunday, December 18 from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. They will
have dinner, participate in some Christmas themed games/activities, and
have a gift exchange. Everyone needs to bring a $15.00 gift for the gift
exchange. Please sign up on the sheet on the faith formation bulletin board
if you plan to come so we have enough food.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2023!







Mini Mission Mondays – January 23, February 13, and March 13
Soup and Bread Sale – January 15 (Lock-in for Youth on Friday, Jan. 13 to Saturday
the 14 for making the soups and breads)
Shrove Tuesday Dinner Fundraiser for the United Youth Group – February 21
Movie Night – February 24
Grow in the Snow Retreat at Camp Mount Luther - March 17-18 - For Confirmation
Students and High School Youth – Theme is Baptism
Italian Dinner and Silent Auction – April 30 (with prep the day prior for the youth)

What else would you like to see added to the calendar? Let Charlene know.

From the Music Team - Brandy & Joanne

Choir & Ensemble Ensemble Info & Updates
YOUTH ORFF & DRUMMING ENSEMBLE will continue rehearsals during the Sunday School
hour in preparation for sharing an anthem on Dec. 11 (both services) and Dec. 24 (children
and family service). Contact Brandy Aguirre.
PARISH PEAL HANDBELL CHOIR/HANDBELL ENSEMBLE will continue
rehearsals on selected Monday evenings in preparation for sharing anthems
on Sunday, Dec. 18 and also on Christmas Eve. Ringers are asked to check email for updates to the rehearsal schedule. Contact Joanne Vasey.
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POP-UP VOCAL CHOIR will provide communion anthems on Dec. 4 and Dec.
18. Anthems are familiar hymns from ELW as listed in the worship schedule
for Dec. All interested singers are welcome to come forward when indicated in
the bulletin. For more information, contact Brandy Aguirre.
VOCAL ENSEMBLE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE: Hoping to have a rehearsed Vocal
Ensemble for Christmas Eve 7:30 pm worship pending interest and availability
of singers. Rehearsals will be announced Monday evenings in Dec. Vocal
rehearsals will be in tandem with handbell and Orff rehearsals. Please watch
for additional info in weekly bulletins. Contact Brandy Aguirre for more info.
ORFF ENSEMBLE: An Orff Ensemble composed of youth and adults will be organized for the
4:30 pm Christmas Eve family worship service. Rehearsals will be on announced Monday
evenings. If interested in participating, contact Brandy Aguirre.
CHILDREN & FAMILY CHOIR will be providing an anthem for 10:30 am worship
for a Sunday in Advent - Date TBD. Pending interest and availability of families,
Children and Family Choir will provide an anthem for the 4:30 pm family
Christmas Eve service. Contact Brandy Aguirre.
MUSICIANS INVITED TO PROVIDE ANTHEMS ON CHRISTMAS EVE: Musicians
of all ages and experience levels are invited to provide anthems for Christmas Eve
worship. Musicians may choose 4:30 pm (prelude begins at 4:00 pm) and/or
7:30 pm (prelude begins at 7:00 pm) worship. Anthems may be instrumental
and/or vocal. Anthems must be appropriate for a Christian worship service. Grab
a family member or friend and team up for a duet, trio or small group anthem!
Contact Joanne Vasey.

Proposed Worship Schedule December 2022
Sunday, Dec. 4: Second Sunday of Advent – ELW Setting #1 – Candlelighting Song
“Light the Candle" (Peace stanza) Liturgical Color Blue
8:00 am worship – Communion Anthem by Pop-Up Vocal Choir
“Lo, How A Rose E’re Blooming” – ELW # 272
10:30 am worship – Offertory Anthem by Children & Family Choir
(tentative); Communion Anthem by Pop-Up Choir
“Lo, How A Rose E’re Blooming” – ELW # 272
Sunday, Dec. 11: Third Sunday of Advent – ELW Setting #1 – Candlelighting Song
“Light the Candle” (Joy stanza) Liturgical Color Blue
8:00 & 10:30 am – Offertory Anthem by Youth Orff Ensemble

Continued on next page…
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Sunday, Dec. 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent – ELW Setting #1– Candlelighting Song
“Light the Candle” (Love stanza) Liturgical Color Blue
8:00 am – Prelude by Parish Peal Handbell Choir; Communion Anthem by
Pop-Up Vocal Choir – “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
ELW # 265
10:30 am – Prelude by Parish Peal Handbell Choir; Offertory Anthem by
Children & Family Choir (tentative); Communion Anthem by Pop-Up
Vocal Choir – “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” – ELW # 265
Sunday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Worship with Eucharist – Carol Liturgy
4:00 pm: Vocal & Instrumental Prelude Music by Candlelight –
Children/Youth & Adults
4:30 pm: Children’s Service – Special interactive worship designed for
children & families; Carols & Anthems by Children & Family Choir;
Youth/Adult Orff and/or Drumming Ensemble; Handbell
Choir/Ensemble; Vocalists and Instrumentalists, etc. (Based on interest
and availability of musicians)
7:00 pm: Vocal & Instrumental Prelude Music by Candlelight – Youth &
Adults
7:30 pm: Traditional Christmas Eve worship – Carols and anthems by
Vocal Ensemble; Parish Peal Handbell Choir; Vocalists and Instrumentalists
(Based on interest and availability of musicians)
Sunday, Dec. 25: The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Eucharist – Carol Liturgy
9:30 am Worship – ONE service only – Anthems TBA

USS ARK
News of God’s People in Action from the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA October/November 2022

Second Career is a Different Kind of Ministry: After leaving a career as a pastor in our
synod, Joshua Reinsburrow is on a journey to become a registered nurse, inspired by those who
gave so much to help his son and family during a time of crisis in 2016. Reinsburrow served
both St. John, Mifflinville, and Messiah, South Williamsport. After leaving the ministry,
Reinsburrow decided to go to nursing school. He is now part of Geisinger’s Nursing Scholars
Program. Open to any employee who isn’t already a registered nurse or provider, the program
offers generous financial aid ($40,000) to employees pursuing a nursing degree. In return, the
employees commit to working as an inpatient nurse there for five years.
He is scheduled to graduate in May 2024 and began his internship with the
oncology/hematology unit at Geisinger Janet Weis Children’s Hospital this summer. He also
recently worked as a chaplain at Geisinger Medical Center and spent time helping physicians
in the trauma bay. You might remember that the Reinsburrow family suffered tragedy on
October 22, 2016. Josh and his son, Henry, were involved in a car accident.
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Henry suffered a traumatic brain injury, leading to years of recovery at Geisinger and other
medical facilities. The aftermath of that event also served as a catalyst for change for Josh and
led to his new career.

The congregation of United In Christ Lutheran Church Twin Church Receives RIC
Designation: In the dog days of summer, the people of United In Christ Lutheran Church
(UIC), West Milton (Pastor JustinLingenfelter), gathered together after worship on a Sunday
morning to formally adopt a new welcome statement that affirmed their inclusion of members
of the LGBTQIA+ community. The new statement passed with a unanimous vote. By adopting
this statement, UIC became the first congregation (and only second entity after Camp Mount
Luther) in the Upper Susquehanna Synod to receive the designation of “Reconciling in
Christ (RIC).” RIC is a designation within the ELCA reserved for organizations that intentionally
and explicitly affirm the dignity of LGBTQIA+ folx in the Church.
The newly adopted statement was the product of years of intentional study, reflection, and
discernment for UIC. From scriptural grounding to intentional conversations around sexuality
and racial justice within the church, UIC did not make light of the process or its destination.
Throughout these studies, the congregation came to “see through others’ eyes and understand
the experiences they have gone through,” says Kathy Guffey, UIC’s Council President. Those
experiences often required acknowledging the hurt that the Church has caused in continuing
to marginalize entire communities of God’s beloved. In turn, pursuing the designation as
Reconciling in Christ offered one small step towards rectifying that historical hurt for UIC.
“We welcome everybody, no matter who they are, regardless of race, nationality, or sexuality,”
Guffey says; “the Jesus I know loves all of us,” no matter our other labels. You can find United
In Christ’s entire welcome statement at www.unitedinchristlutheran.net/welcome.

FROM THE BISHOP: How good and how pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
(Psalm 133) To hear these words spoken and sung at the service of installation recalled for me
our synod strategy (see the top of this newsletter). By calling us in our baptism, God unites us
with Christ for the sake of the world. We are united as Lutherans and as Christians. But God
does not stop there: as sisters and brothers of Christ, we are united with all who need God’s
healing grace. I think Rabbi Nina, when she read this Psalm and interpreted it to us, opened our
eyes to the wideness of God’s mercy that encompasses the cosmos – the world, the whole of
creation.
Bishop Eaton, in her sermon, reminded us that we are sent into the world to bring this message
– a message of peace, of completeness, promised to all. She charged me with bringing this good
news to you, and she charged us all together to bring this message to our families, our friends,
our neighbors, and to strangers: God has come into the world to save the world. God has come
to bring peace to those who despair of ever knowing peace.
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns. (Isaiah 52:7)
As Bishop Eaton observed in her sermon, our synod office will soon be on the move: “a good
thing,” she said, because “you need to be among the people.” With Bishop Eaton, I understand
this call as one that requires me to use my feet to carry me to our congregations and other
ministries in this synod, to walk among the people. I eagerly anticipate seeing you in your
congregations and sharing with you the good news: Your God reigns! Hallelujah!
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Up and Down the Valleys
The Women of the ELCA collected blankets, health and school kits as part of their annual
Blanket Sunday. Congregations brought their collections to the synod office on October 9 to be
packed up and delivered to New Windsor, Maryland.
St. John's, Northumberland (Pastor Karla Leiby) had a day of housing advocacy on “God's Work,
Our Hands” with a day of learning about housing advocacy. They educated themselves about
the housing insecurity and homelessness, wrote letters to legislators in support of housing
initiatives and funding, and began raising funds for the expansion of a local shelter.
The Buffalo Valley Parish (First, Mifflinburg; and Christ’s United, Millmont) called Pastor Curt
Wingert on September 18. Wingert previously served the parish under a synod call. He will be
installed on November 20. Pastor Richard Adams was installed at St. Stephen’s Licking Creek
on October 16.
Middle Creek Conference’s confirmation kids went reverse trick or treating to take treats and
cards to shut ins in October. The Camp Mount Luther Board of Directors elected leadership for
the coming year at their recent meeting. Elected to his fourth term as president was Rev. William
Henderson of Selinsgrove. Rev. Gary Schaeffer of Selinsgrove was elected vice president; Anne
Gates of State College, secretary; and Terry Gardner of Muncy was re-elected as treasurer. The
board passed a 2023 Budget for 2023 and voted to hire GSB Fundraising to do a feasibility study
for a new bathhouse in Maple Village and possibly renovations to Maple Hall.
Claire Weisner, a member of Milton Lutheran Church (Pastor Gary Schaeffer), is serving this
year in the ELCA's Young Adults in Global Mission. Read her latest newsletter at
https://tinyurl.com/59j2t97j
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January 1
Name of Jesus
9:30 am
service only)
Asst. Minister
8:00
Asst. Minister
10:30
Lector 8:00
Lector 10:30
Acolytes
8:00
Acolytes
10:30
Communion
Ushers 8:00
Communion
Ushers 10:30
Communion
Assistants
8:00
Communion
Assistants
10:30
Welcome Desk
8:00
Welcome Desk
10:30
Usher Team
8:00
Usher Team
10:30
Altar Guild

January 8
Baptism of our
Lord

January 15
2 Epiphany

January 22
3 Epiphany

January 29
4 Epiphany

TBD

Sarah Patte

TBD

Sarah Patte

Joseph Martin

Heather Miller

Joseph Martin

TBD

Carole Bollinger

Jim Snyder

Beverly Harvey

Ann Sabol
Olivia Koontz

Charlotte Winter
Oliver Patte

Beckie
Stahlnecker
Mark Elliott
Ella Koontz

Claire
Hershberger
Don & Connie
May
Rick Faux
Mel Wunder
Bill Bollinger

Ruth Miller

Ellis Reed

Colleen Nevil
Tim Goff
Bill Borys
Gary Parks
Tess Trowbridge

Sarah &
Oliver Patte
Tim &
Carol Apple
Rick Slear

Cheyenne
Steiner
Don & Connie
May
Rick Faux
Mel Wunder
Gregg Wetzel

Laura Faux

Adelyn Elliott

Patti Faux

Mark Elliott

Rick & Laurie
Slear
Mark & Adelyn
Elliott
Tess Trowbridge

Carole Bollinger

Jackie Goff

Sharon Booth

Andy Wargo

Laura Faux

Bill & DeDee
Wagner
Steve & Kay
Rozyckie
Gary Parks

Jackie Cvik/
Matt Hepner
Pam Baker

Sarah Patte
9:30 am

Beverly Harvey
9:30 am
Lilly Patte
9:30 am

Tim &
Carol Apple
9:30 am

Colleen Nevil
9:30 am

Pam Baker
9:30 am

Beckie
Stahlnecker
9:30 am

Jackie Cvik

Ethel Snook
Harrison Patte

Wayne Hook
Tim &
Carol Apple

TBD

CPIC

TBD

A special thank you to all who serve as Worship Assistants:
Thanks to all of you who for being so faithful and willing to serve! Because of you, we have
we have been able to continue to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth every Sunday be it
in-person or virtually. Whether you are a worship assistant, one of the people who assist me
with scheduling worship assistants or a member of the recording team…I am so thankful for
your help!
Brenda Boyer, Church Secretary
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