Christ’s
Corner
on the

News

CAMP MOUNT LUTHER’S nature trail got a facelift this fall,
thanks to Eagle Scout candidate, Harrison Patte from Troop 525
and a member of Christ’s Lutheran Church. Harrison got a team
together to widen the Watters Trail and clean up overgrown brush.
The scouts also made a new bridge over a drainage ditch along the
main camp road, which will link two sections of the trail. We are
grateful for this work and thank Harrison and his fellow scouts for
what they have done.

THE MARCH NEWSLETTER will be assembled and mailed out
on Tues., Feb. 22. Helpers meet in the Lower Church Hall at 9 am.
Deadline for submission of articles is Fri., Feb. 11.

UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD will celebrate outdoor
ministries on the annual “Mount Luther Sunday” on February 27,
2022, Transfiguration Sunday. Synod Council designated that day be
“Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in the
Synod.

MEAT PROJECT: Don’t forget to turn in your Meat Project offering.
If you have lost the envelope included with your January newsletter,
you may pick one up at the welcome desk in the atrium. Donations
go to buy turkey to be processed for Lutheran World Relief.

SOUP & SCRIPTURE LUNCHEONS: At this time, the Lewisburg
Council of Churches has no plans for Soup and Scripture luncheons
due to pandemic concerns. If this changes, we will get updates out
at that time.

PRAYER LIST UPDATES: If you have updates for our weekly
prayer list (which appears in the Sunday bulletins and also on the
church website) please call or email the Church Office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We need volunteers for worship
Christ’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
100 South Third Street,
Lewisburg, PA 17837
570.524.0745
christchurch@dejazzd
christlutheranlewisburg.org

assistants and for committee membership as we look ahead to a time
when Covid is no longer an issue and we can resume many of our
former church activities. If you have interest in ushering, lecturing
etc. or would like to join one of our many committees please contact
the church office at 570.524.0745.

CANCELLATIONS: If a worship service or event needs to be
cancelled or postponed due to bad weather, please either listen to
the WinterNet listings on WKOK 1070 AM or check the Website
online at www.wkok.com.

THE SEASON OF LENT:
OUR FORTY DAY JOURNEY…
February 1, 2022
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Just as our Lord Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for forty days, we also as believers enter into
the 40-day journey of Lent as a season of growth in faith and discipleship. Lent is a time within the
Church for increased worship opportunities. In an effort to provide these for you, Christ’s
Lutheran will be offering the following opportunities for spiritual renewal:
 The Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes takes place
on March 2 at 7:30 pm in our Sanctuary.
 Wednesday evening Lenten Soup & Salad Suppers open to the community beginning March
9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Lower Church Hall.
 Wednesday evening worship in the Sanctuary using Holden Evening Prayer beginning March
9 through April 6 at 7:30 pm. (Please note: there will be no meals or Holden Prayer the
Wednesday of Holy Week (April 13, 2022).
Please note that the Lewisburg Ministerium and Lewisburg Council of Churches has made the
decision to wait another year to have in-person Soup & Scripture Luncheons.
As part of our Lenten faith journey many believers also choose to spend time on additional spiritual
disciplines or in place of that deny themselves some worldly pleasure. These could include fasting,
increased prayer and devotional time or reading a portion of the Scriptures each day. In order to
encourage spiritual growth Lenten devotional booklets are available in the Atrium. Consider
setting aside a time each day to devote to prayer and meditation that you might grow richer in
spirit and discipleship.
Special Lenten/Easter season offering envelopes have been included in this newsletter. Please
consider an additional offering for Lent as a sacrifice of joyful and thankful response for the many
blessings God has placed into your care. We suggest $1 per day or $40 for the 40 days of Lent. If
you need to have a Lenten offering envelope sent to you please contact the Church Office.
We hope and pray that in this holy season your Lenten discipline will draw you closer to God as
we walk our journeys of faith together here on earth. Please either mail in your envelope or place
your envelope in the offering box while you are here for a worship service during Lent, Palm
Sunday or Easter Sunday.
In Christ’s love and peace,

The Stewardship Committee of Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 2022
MEAT PROJECT: Don’t forget to turn in your Meat Project envelope. If you have lost the
one from the January newsletter, you may pick one up at the welcome desk in the Atrium
or label your own envelope. This is the 47th year for this Central PA event. Cans of ready to
use meat will be prepared for people in need. Your donations go to buy turkey to be
processed in Lewistown, February 14-16.

FEBRUARY 80+ BIRTHDAYS
Ethel Snook
February 7
Joe Lindenmuth February 15
Robert Richard February 15

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Don & Connie May
February 13, 1972
Kelly & Bruce Miller
February 25, 2000

MEMORIALS RECEIVED:
A memorial gift in loving memory of Helen Steeley was received from
Joe Keller of Lewisburg, PA and Bucknell University.
Memorial gifts were received in loving memory of Ken Kaufmann:
From Lewisburg:
Joe Keller, Beverly Harvey, Judy Bechtel, Judy & Mike Bubnis, Brian &
Maria McDermott, Charles & Susan Dinsmore, Linda Fisher, Cindy
Skelton, Jack & Roberta Elmore, and Dennis & Donna Engdahl.
Also: Tom & Beckie Stahlnecker of Selinsgrove; Terry & Linda Brown
of Danville; PA; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hajcak of Mt. Carmel; Courtney
Moore of Chicago, Il; Friends, Pat, Marie, Lyn, Bonnie & Donna of
Bloomsburg; Tina Kauffman of Bloomsburg, PA; Jim & Kathy
Ellenhecker, South Dakota; and Rebecca Johnson of Brentwood, TN.
A memorial gift in loving memory of Faye Fetterman and Mary Rohrbach was given by
Lystra and Bob Turner of Rumford, RI.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNIY: Our preschool is looking for a certified professional teacher
for a part-time, salaried, day-time position. PA Act 34 clearance and a degree in elementary
education or equivalent experience is required. Applicants should be energetic, team
players with ability to communicate with 2-4 yr. olds, parents and staff. If you or someone
you know is interested, please send e-mail to christchurch@dejazzd.com or mail resume to
Lewisburg Cooperative Preschool, Attn: Carole Bollinger, 100 South 3rd St. Lewisburg, PA
17837.
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February Information for Faith Formation
GROW IN THE SNOW RETREAT AT CAMP MOUNT LUTHER – FEBRUARY 4-5
For Confirmation Students and High School Youth. The Upper Susquehanna
Synod GROW Team and Camp Mount Luther are pleased to announce the
return of the Synod youth retreat. The theme for the retreat is “The Big
Book.” Come gather and reflect on the Word as you take a closer look at the
Scriptures. Experience your Creator, play winter games, and find
refreshment in the peace of camp in winter. See Charlene if you’re able to
go. The church is paying $25.00 of the cost per person. Youth will need to
pay $41.00. There’s an option to come for just Saturday and you would just pay $20.00. The
time is Friday at 6:30 pm to Saturday at 4:00 pm. If you’re coming just for Saturday, you
need to be there by 8:45 am.

UNITED YOUTH GROUP: During the month of February we’ll meet at Beaver United
Methodist Church. On February 6th we’ll gather at 5:00 pm since the movie we are viewing
is a longer one. Then on the 13th and the 27th, the meetings will be from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Don’t forget to bring your dinner, snacks, and beverage.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: The Annual Souper Bowl of Caring is
On! We’ll collect cans of soup for the food bank from now until February
13th - Super Bowl Sunday. You can bring them to the church and put them
in the Atrium. If you want to make a monetary donation that is also fine.
Please make sure any checks and cash donations are marked for Souper
Bowl of Caring. On February 13th youth will be collecting any monetary
donations in the soup pots. Thanks for helping with this yearly project.

MINI MISSION MONDAY: The youth will be making care packages for military
personal on Feb. 21st from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. We’ll gather in room 204-06. We’re
looking for donated items for these packages. Items that are requested are socks, foot
powder, baby wipes, q-tips, lip balm, puzzle books, pencils and pens, powdered drink
mixes, nuts, jerky, and other snacks. You can put these in the blue bin by the Faith
Formation bulletin board. Thank you for your support. If you have a person in your
family that we can send a package to please make sure we have a current address.

Coming up - Fund Raisers for the Youth going to the ELCA Youth Gathering
 We’ll be taking orders for gift cards in February and May. There’s an order form in this
newsletter. You can always purchase the Weis and Giant Gift cards from Charlene in the
office when she is there, and on Sundays between services.
 We’ll be having our annual Italian Dinner & Silent Auction on Sun., April 24th. In March,
we’ll start collecting donations of items for the Auction. Hopefully we’ll be able to do this in
person this year, but if not, we’re prepared to do take outs again with the Silent Auction online.
 We’ll be having a rummage sale on May 14th. You can start gathering any items you would
like to donate. See Charlene if you want to drop items off before May.
Thank you for your continual support!
Look ahead to Summer! It’s not too early to plan for the summer. Here’s a week you should
put on your calendar –Mini Mission Day Camp Week: June 27-30, 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.
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Worship Schedule February 2022

From the Worship & Music Team: Joanne & Brandy
Sunday, Jan. 30 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting 3 - Color: Green
8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship
Anthems by Parish Peal Handbell Choir or Handbell Ensemble
Sunday, Feb. 6 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting 3 - Color: Green
8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship - Anthems TBA
Sunday, Feb. 13 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting 3 - Color: Green
8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship
Anthem by Youth Drumming Ensemble
Sunday, Feb. 20 - Seventh Sunday after Epiphany - ELW Setting 3 - Color: Green
8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship
Anthems by Parish Peal Handbell Choir or Handbell Ensemble
Sunday, Feb. 27 - Transfiguration of Our Lord - ELW Setting 3 - Color: White
8:00 am & 10:30 am Worship - Anthems TBA
Wednesday, March 2 - Ash Wednesday - Traditional Worship - ELW Setting 10
Color: Purple
7:30 pm - Anthems by Vocal Ensemble

Holden Evening Prayer/Mid-Week Lenten Devotionals
Please watch for updates regarding Holden Evening Prayer and/or mid-week Lenten
devotionals. Contact the church office for more information.
Choir/Ensemble Updates - Tentative Plans (Subject to Change)
Youth Drumming Ensemble will continue rehearsals during the Sunday School hour in
preparation for sharing an anthem on Feb. 13 for both services. For more info, contact Brandy
Aguirre.
Parish Peal Handbell Choir/Handbell Ensemble will continue rehearsals at announced times
in preparation for sharing anthems on Feb. 20 for both services. Ringers are asked to check
their e-mail for updates. For more info, contact Joanne Vasey.
Toddler/Pre-School/Elementary Child & Family Choir is hoping to provide an anthem in
February and/or March. Date(s) TBD depending on availability of families. Families interested
in this new choir should contact Brandy Aguirre for more information.
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A Vocal Ensemble will provide anthems for the Ash Wed. traditional worship service on March
2. Rehearsals TBA. Individual rehearsals may be arranged if needed. All interested vocalists
are welcome! Please watch for further information regarding rehearsals. For more info,
contact Brandy Aguirre.
An Orff Instrument Ensemble can be organized if any players are interested. Date to play and
rehearsals TBD. For more info, contact Brandy Aguirre.
Musicians Invited to Provide Anthems for Worship
Musicians are invited to provide anthems for 8:00 am and/or 10:30 am worship. Musicians
may sing and/or play an instrument. No wind instruments permitted at this time. For more
info or to volunteer, contact Joanne Vasey.

USS ARK
News of God’s People in Action from the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA
January 2022

2021 Year in Review

Here is the USS Ark’s look back at the past year’s highlights:
PANDEMIC CONTINUES: The synod and its congregations continued to adjust during this
second year of the coronavirus pandemic. Synod office hours were adjusted, and congregations
continued to offer both in-person and virtual services and programming.
10 YEARS OF SEAFARERS: In total, 733 bags were picked up from the synod office on
November 10 by Seafarers International. This year marked the tenth anniversary of our first
collection and in those years, the synod has donated 6,309 bags.
SYNOD ASSEMBLY: The 34th Annual Assembly was held digitally, hosted live from Trinity
Lutheran Church, Milton, on June 19, 2021. The theme was “Liberated to Love.” The theme was
chosen in celebration of Juneteenth and the biblical basis for the theme was Galatians 5:13-14.
The highlights of this first-ever digital assembly for the Upper Susquehanna Synod created an
anti-racism initiative, adopted amendments to the synod constitution and viewed videos of what
congregations innovated during the pandemic. Confirmation students in the Middle Creek
Conference gathered on May 1st to decorate boxes that were sent to Synod Assembly voting
members. The “Synod Assembly in a Box” provided goodies for those attending the virtual
assembly.
ROGATION SERVICE: Lutherans celebrated the land at a special worship service at Camp Mount
Luther on Saturday, May1. The synod, in partnership with six other Lutheran synods in
Pennsylvania, as well as United Lutheran Seminary and Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of PA, held
rogation services. This year, soil samples were gathered from across the state, mixed, and
distributed back to the seven Lutheran synods to include in the service.
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FLOOD BUCKETS: The Susquehanna Interfaith Network for Disaster Response (Upper
Susquehanna Synod and Presbytery of Northumberland) collected 85 flood cleanup buckets from
12 congregations. The buckets, filled with cleaning supplies, will go to Church World Service for
distribution to areas impacted by floods. USS congregations participating included Liberty Parish,
Himmels, St. Stephen, Trinity (McAlisterville).
SUMMER BACK IN PERSON: Camp Mount Luther’s summer program was back on-site. Around
242 participants took part in programs during the seven-week session. This summer, 171
campers
enjoyed
on-site
programs
including
adventure,
mini,
day,
traditional, and family camps. The 2021 theme at Mount Luther was “From Generation to
Generation.” Campers explored the stories of familiar Bible characters and their responses to
God’s call and promised faithfulness in their lives. They saw how the enduring love instilled in
the promise to Abraham and Sarah continues through Old Testament characters, to Jesus, to the
early church, and on to them!
KURTZ VISIT: Minneapolis-based singer/songwriter Rachel Kurtz performed a concert at
Beaver, Beavertown (Pastor James Vitale) on July 7. She has sung at several ELCA Youth
Gatherings and the proceeds of the free-will offering that night was to help send a brand-new
group of kids to the Youth Gathering. The event was also livestreamed on Beaver’s Facebook
page.
CONGREGATION CLOSES:
After 176 years, Trinity, Shamokin, finished its mission in
Shamokin, and disbanded on October 25, 2021. Trinity helped to organize two other
congregations in the region, both named Grace. The church in Mount Carmel began in 1855 and
closed in 2019. Grace Lutheran Church in Shamokin formed in 1886 to provide a place for
German-speaking Lutherans to worship. The congregation started in rented space in the Central
School House.
Giving at Christmas
The Christmas Angels Program at Trinity, McAlisterville (Interim Pastor Graham Fowler), provided
families from all over Juniata County clothing and gifts for 125 children this year. Once again,
they provided Family Blessing Bags full of household consumables for 41 families! In 2020, they
helped provide needed gifts to 83 children from 31 families. The need in the county is real and
continues to grow. Together with the Salvation Army of Juniata County and Aldersgate Church
as sign-up partners, they continue to meet the needs of their neighbors. Each year is different,
and support may look different from year to year. The congregation has been doing the program
for about 25 years.

Up and Down the Valleys
A reminder for rostered leaders and congregational leadership: Statement of Intent forms are
due on January 15. Congregational Leaders forms are due by January 31, 2022, to the synod
office. Rostered leaders’ reports to the bishop and parochial reports are also due.
At their November meeting, Synod Council voted to proceed with the sale of the synod office
building to Diakon Lutheran Social Services. Discussions have been taking place for two years on
the future office needs of the synod and it has been determined that the size of the current
building is more than is needed at this time, particularly with the move to more remote working.
A task force is being formed to look at future location options.
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Synod Council also approved two $500 COVID technology grants for Garman, Jersey Shore
(Pastor Gary Shumway) and The Table, Bloomsburg (Pastor Tormod Svennson). A limited
amount of funds was authorized by Synod Council to assist congregations to meet added
technology expenses because of the pandemic. Grants may be requested for new purposes or to
defray monies already expended and must be related to needs brought on by the pandemic.
Grants are limited to no more than $500 per congregation. The grant period is open until
12/31/22.
Camp Mount Luther, the outdoor ministry of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, is accepting
applications for Summer Staff. Candidates must possess a commitment to Christ, a passion for
the outdoors, and strong leadership and teamwork skills. The camp is accredited by the
American Camp Association. Interested persons should contact chad@campmountluther.org, or
apply at www.campmountluther.org/application.

Upper Susquehanna Synod Events
February 4-5, 2022: GROW in the Snow
All youth in 6-12th grade and their youth leaders are invited to attend this synod youth
retreat. The theme of this year’s will be around scripture. Experience your Creator, play winter
games and find refreshment in the peace of camp in winter. The retreat is from Friday night to
Saturday afternoon, but there is an option for youth and leaders to come just for the day on
Saturday. Cost is $66 (whole program) or $45 (Saturday only). Each registered group should
provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth and at least one adult for each gender
represented. Cabin assignments will be made based on available adults and number of youth
attending. Contact Chad Hershberger at chad@campmountluther.org with questions.
Registration form are available at:
https://www.campmountluther.org/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/2022-Grow-in-the-Snow.pdf
February 4- February 27, 2022: Buffalo Valley Lay School of Theology
Interested in learning more about worship leadership or liturgical practices? Want to hear how
the good news calls us to engage with issues of poverty? Want to see how to drum up excitement
in the church? Then join us for the Buffalo Valley Lay School of Theology! Register for workshops
from pastors and leaders across the synod designed form church members to grow in faith and
leadership! Check out the workshops at https://bit.ly/BVLaySchool2022. This year, we will be
offering multiple workshops running from February 4th through February 27th. Please note that
some workshops gather multiple times over the weeks while some are offered as asynchronous
videos on YouTube. Any workshops with a date and time associated with them will be offered via
Zoom; login information for those Zoom gatherings, as well as any additional supplemental
resources, will be provided by the moderator after you register for
workshops. You can register to participate in workshops using the link below! We look forward
to you joining us for this year’s workshops! Registration Link: https://bit.ly/registerBVLST2022.
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMHt3TS0Fi5sPTZLBBXbtRA
Saturday, February 5, 2022: Summer Preview Party and Camperson Meeting
This year, we’ll have a Summer Preview Party as part of our GROW in the Snow weekend and
invite campersons and anyone else to come to hear about the program offerings for 2022. Join
us at 3:30 p.m. on February 5 at the Evergreen Center for the preview and then campersons will
be given additional information to share with their congregations. Expect to be here for an hour
and fifteen minutes. What’s a camperson? A camperson is a liaison between camp and your
congregations. They are ambassadors, regularly promoting camp news. Each synod congregation
is asked to send a representative to this event to learn more about Mount Luther. Another benefit
is that campersons will get Camel Bucks to the camp store for all those from their church who
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attend summer camp. We are also working to have an online component that you can join this
meeting. Details coming soon.
February 8-10, 2022: Ignite the Church Conference
SEISMIC SHIFTS: Where do we go from here? Since February 2020, the Church has been
enduring unprecedented seismic shifts. In response, a new Hybrid version of the grassroots Ignite
the Church Conference will gather next February…In-Person in sunny Orlando AND Online…to
reflect on the theme: SEISMIC SHIFTS: Where Do We Go from Here? The theme is grounded in
the witness of Psalm 46: 1-2 "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, and the mountains shake." Four
large group sessions will focus on the following shifts: Public Church (Robin Steinke and Winston
Persaud), Hybrid Church (Joe and Jess Liles), Adaptive Church (Tod Bolsinger), and Thriving
Church (Stephanie Spellers). Ten 90-minute workshops will dig deeper into these shifts to offer
encouragement, inspiration, and challenge for church leaders. To register and learn more about
the presenters, workshop options, and more, visit www.IgniteTheChurch.net. The Online option
will provide live and recorded access to each large group session and the post-conference
Resource Page. The Online option is FREE…with a suggested donation $30 to the ELCA Fund for
Leaders invited. All proceeds continue to benefit the ELCA Fund for Leaders which has received
$13,000 from the Conference in just the past two years.
Sunday, February 27, 2022: Camp Mount Luther Sunday
The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council designated that Transfiguration Sunday each
“Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in the synod. Members
congregations are encouraged to celebrate outdoor ministries on February 27, 2022.
Luther is an extension of our ministry together and we hope all congregations will
celebrating outdoor ministries by offering financial support, keeping the camp staff in
and by participating in the numerous events and activities this ministry offers.
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April 28, 2022: Lutheran Day at the Capitol
As LAMPA continues to move through the pandemic, they look forward and invite you to mark
your calendar for next year’s Lutheran Day in the Capitol. They will gather in Harrisburg on
Thursday, April 28, 2022. They have moved this annual event to partner with United Lutheran
Seminary's Spring Convocation, in prayerful anticipation of gathering safely once more.
June 17-18, 2022: Synod Assembly
The Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly for this year is being planned for in-person at
Susquehanna University. The planning team has been busy working on preliminary preparations
for the event and has chosen the theme “Abundance Together,” based on 2 Corinthians 9:8.
Voting members from each congregation will need to be identified by mid-February. Serve your
church by being part of this historical event! Talk to your pastor about being your congregation’s
representative. This year is a bishop’s election so that will be the significant area of discussion
and voting in 2022.
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